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Stephen Charnock wrote a classic book of theology entitled “The Existence and 
Attributes of God.”  His work was motivated by words found in the book of Exodus… 

Exodus 15:11 Lord, who is like you among the gods? Who is like you, glorious in 
holiness, revered with praises, performing wonders? 

Point: Charnock understand that the Lord is altogether different than the false gods of 
humanity’s making.  He was particularly impressed by Moses’ statement about God 
being “glorious in holiness.”  That one title for God served as the springboard for his 
writing of “The Existence and Attributes of God.”


Point/Application:  Indeed, the Lord is unlike other gods men have made.  He is 
“glorious in holiness!”  An understanding of these realities is critical to our spiritual 
health, vibrancy, and well-being.


One has commented… 

Michael Reeves: “Today there is a blindness in the church to the Divine 
perfections; thus, the spread of worldliness and the hamster wheel of people 
pleasing.” 


Explanation: In this lesson we are focusing on what are classically known as “the 
perfections of God.”  Such attributes are ones God alone possesses.  They are also 
known as “incommunicable attributes.”


1.  SELF-EXISTENCE 

Thomas Aquinas commented on this attribute of God… 

“He is the first cause; himself uncaused.” Thomas Aquinas 

The idea of self-existence is expressed through the name “I Am,” as used of the Lord 
on occasion in Scripture… 

Exodus 3:14 God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM., This is what you are to say 
to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.” 


John indicated that Jesus used the title of Himself, claiming divinity… 

John 8:58 “Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, before Abraham was, I am.’”




“I Am” = "I will become what I choose to become", "I am what I am", "I will be what I 
will be", "I create what(ever) I create", or "I am the Existing One.”


“I Am” = Imperfect verbiage in the original Hebrew; thus, could carry the meaning "I will 
be what I will be,” expressing the idea of self-determination. 


“I Am” = Coupled together, the personal pronoun (“I”) and being verb (“am”) depict 
God has having the essence of being.  That is, it highlights His nature as the existence 
one — the one who has always existed and always will exist.  Furthermore, the title 
emphasizes the fact that God’s being comes from Himself.  The title indicates that “…it 
is God’s nature to be.” 
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Point/Explanation: The self-existence of God indicates that He is the being who is the 
source of all being.  He is the first cause of all things and He Himself was not caused 
by anyone or anything at all. 

Important Point: This doctrine brings us to the famous complaint against theism — “If 
God exists, who existed before Him?”  The self-existence of God provides a logical 
rebuttal, though such rebuttals may not every fully convince skeptics.  One has note, 
“…self-existence is certainly incomprehensible to us, yet a self-existent person is no 
greater mystery than a self-existent thing, such as Herbert Spencer supposes the 
universe to be; indeed it is not so great a mystery, for it is easier to derive matter from 
mind than to derive mind from matter.” 
2

When Israel faced distressing circumstances in relation to surrounding nations, the Lord 
reminded His people of His self-existent nature… 

Isaiah 41:4 Who has performed and done this, calling the generations from the 
beginning?  I am the Lord, the first and with the last—I am he.


The Psalmist sang of the Lord’s self-existence… 

Psalm 90:1-2 Lord, you have been our refuge in every generation. 2 Before the 
mountains were born, before you gave birth to the earth and the world, from 
eternity to eternity, you are God.


Example: The Church of England formerly had a tradition in which the words of Psalm 
90 were recited in a funeral as family was ushered into the service.  The truth of God’s 
self-existence was thought to be a great comfort to mourners.
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Application: Knowing that God is the great “I Am” can be a great consolation during 
times of trial, temptation, testing, and tragedy. 

2.  IMMUTABILITY 

“Immutability” = means God does not change.


Point The doctrine of immutability assures us that neither God’s character or truth will 
change.


Various Scriptures affirm this doctrine… 

Psalm 102:25-27 Long ago you established the earth, and the heavens are the 
work of your hands. 26 They will perish, but you will endure; all of them will wear 
out like clothing. You will change them like a garment, and they will pass away. 
27 But you are the same, and your years will never end.


Malachi 3:6 Because I, the Lord, have not changed, you descendants of Jacob 
have not been destroyed.


Important Point: In the latter part of the last century, a heresy emerged within the 
ranks of evangelical Christianity.  It is known as “Open Theism.”  Based on passages 
like Genesis 6:6 and 1 Samuel 15:11 and 35, adherents like Clark Pinnock maintained 
that God does change.  It is important to note that narratives from the text mentioned 
above depicted, from a human perspective, God’s apparent response to mankind’s 
behavior.  Such verses do not undo important doctrines concerning God’s sovereignty, 
providence, or immutability.  

3.  INFINITY 

“Infinity” = Mathematically refers to… “…a number greater than any assignable 
quantity or countable number (symbol ∞).” 
3

“Infinity” = Conceptually refers to… “That which is without limits or boundaries.  Only 
God is truly infinite.” 
4

“Infinity” = This doctrine reveals that God is not limited by time or space.


“Infinity” = Infinity can be applied to God in two ways: 1) His Being 2) His Attributes.  In 
regard to the first, God’s existence cannot be limited.  There are no boundaries to His 
being.  He is an infinite entity.  In regard to the second, we can think of all of His 
attributes as being unlimited.  One has said, “Infinity is a general term denoting a 
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characteristic belonging to all the communicable attributes of God. His power, his 
knowledge, his veracity is infinite.” 
5

Point: God cannot be contained, limited, restricted, or confined in relation to His 
essence or nature.  He is without infinite in every respect and regard.


Point: God’s infinite nature is a necessary result of the fact that He is the simple, spirit 
being who is the first cause of all things.  Our Earth and the galaxies around our Earth 
give evidence that they are finite.  It stands to reason that all finite causes come from a 
infinite cause.  God is the infinite cause of all things.  6

Several passages of Scripture confirm realities related to the infinite nature of our Lord.  
They reveal that He is not limited by space or physical needs related to humanity… 

1 Kings 8:27 “But will God indeed live on earth? Even heaven, the highest heaven, 
cannot contain you, much less this temple I have built.”


Psalm 121:4 “…the Protector of Israel does not slumber or sleep.” 

Isaiah 66:1 “This is what the Lord says:  Heaven is my throne, and earth is my 
footstool. Where could you possibly build a house for me?  And where would my 
resting place be?”


Point: God’s infinite nature is closely related to His omniscience, omnipotence, and 
omnipresence, virtues we will discuss later.  


Application: The attribute of God’s infinity should humble us.  It should make us 
remember that we are dust, that we are finite beings.  Boasting and “the pride of life” 
should seem absurd when we consider our lowly estate before the infinite Lord.


After commenting on His infinite nature through the prophet Isaiah, the Lord said… 

Isaiah 66:2 My hand made all these things, and so they all came into being.  This is 
the Lord’s declaration.  I will look favorably on this kind of person: one who is 
humble, submissive in spirit, and trembles at my word.” 

4.  PERFECTION 

“Perfection” = God lacks nothing and has no moral imperfection.
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Emphasis here is on the quality of God.  He is perfect in nature and in action.


Scripture says… 

Psalm 18:30  God—his way is perfect; the word of the Lord is pure. He is a shield 
to all who take refuge in him


5.  TRANSCENDENCE 

“Transcendence” = God is greater than creation and independent of it. 
7

“Transcendence” = “As transcendent, God is uniquely other than everything in 
creation.” 
8

Scripture affirms this attribute of God… 

Isaiah 40:22 God is enthroned above the circle of the earth; its inhabitants are like 
grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like thin cloth and spreads them out 
like a tent to live in


6.  IMMANENCE 

“Immanence” = This doctrine teaches that, although God is distant in one sense, He is 
near in another sense.


Point: God is near in both a common and special ways.


Isaiah 55:17 For the High and Exalted One, who lives forever, whose name is holy, 
says this: “I live in a high and holy place, and with the oppressed and lowly of spirit, 
to revive the spirit of the lowly and revive the heart of the oppressed.


7.  OMNISCIENCE 

“Omniscience” = God is all-knowing


Scripture upholds the Lord’s omniscience… 

Psalm 147:5 Our Lord is great, vast in power; his understanding is infinite
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Isaiah 55:8-9 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, and your ways are not my 
ways.” This is the Lord’s declaration. 9 “For as heaven is higher than earth, so my 
ways are higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts


Romans 11:33-34 Oh, the depth of the riches and the wisdom and the knowledge 
of God!  How unsearchable his judgments and untraceable his ways! 34 For who 
has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor? 


Point/Application: If we want true knowledge in life, we should look to God (Proverbs 
17; 1 Corinthians 3:19). 

8.  OMNIPOTENCE 

“Omnipotence” = God is all-powerful


Point: God’s power is unlimited in both the natural and supernatural realms.  He can 
speak galaxies into being, alter the patterns of celestial beings, part seas, and change 
human souls.  He can do anything.  He has infinite power, ability, strength, and 
capability.  


Scripture affirms the Lord’s power over both the natural and supernatural realm … 

Jeremiah 32:27 “Look, I am the Lord, the God over every creature. Is anything too 
difficult for me?”


Matthew 19:26 “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”


Important Point: God’s power is tempered by His character.  Though He can do all 
things, He will do nothing that goes against His holy nature.  Charnock rightfully 
maintained that the holiness of God is the blessedness and gloriousness of God’s 
nature.   It makes HIs use of His power beautiful and blessed.
9

One has commented… 

Charles Thiessen: “Since his will is limited by his nature, God can do everything 
that is in harmony with his perfections.  There are some things which God cannot 
do because they are contrary to his nature as God.  He cannot look with favor on 
iniquity (Habakkuk 1:13), deny himself (2 Timothy 213), lie (Titus 1:2 Hebrews 6:18), 
or tempt or be tempted to sin (James 1:13).  Further, he cannot do things which are 
absurd or self-contradictory….”  10
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Application: There is practical application for us in this doctrine.  One has said, “The 
omnipotence of God is a great comfort to the Christian.  No problem is too big for God.  
No trial is too difficult.  No challenge is impossible.”  11

9.  OMNIPRESENCE  

“Omnipresence” = God is everywhere present.


Important Point: Omnipresence does not teach that God has the ability to go 
anywhere or everywhere.  God is not a cosmic superman who can travel to any 
destination on the blink of an eye.  He is everywhere.


Important Point: The Christian doctrine of God’s omnipresence is to be differentiated 
from pagan doctrines of “pantheism” (“God is all” or “all is God”) or “panentheism” 
(“God is in all”).  These theistic views are popular in some Eastern religions or 
philosophies that attribute divine qualities to some animals, inanimate objects, and 
more.  To regard material beings or things as divine is idolatry, an exalting of the 
creature above the Creator (Romans 1:23-25).  The doctrine of omnipresence does not 
support such views. 

The Psalmist spoke of God’s omnipresence… 

Psalm 139:7-12 Where can I go to escape your Spirit? Where can I flee from your 
presence? 8 If I go up to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are 
there. 9 If I live at the eastern horizon or settle at the western limits, 10 even there 
your hand will lead me; your right hand will hold on to me. 11 If I say, “Surely the 
darkness will hide me, and the light around me will be night”—12 even the darkness 
is not dark to you. The night shines like the day; darkness and light are alike to you.


Jeremiah did too… 

Jeremiah 23:23-24 “‘Am I a God who is only near’—this is the Lord’s declaration—
“and not a God who is far away? 24 Can a person hide in secret places where I 
cannot see him?”—the Lord’s declaration. “Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?”
—the Lord’s declaration.” 

Important Point: The omnipresence of God is to be distinguished from “manifest” 
presence.  Remember, Adam and Eve were expelled from God’s presence (Genesis 
3:22-24) and God specially revealed His presence to His servants at different times and 
in different ways (1 Kings 19:11-18).   God can be thought of as having both a 12

localized, revealed, and everywhere presence.
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Application: The omnipresence of God should invoke a spirit of holy reverence in our 
hearts.  It should make us mindful of the Lord’s gaze upon us and convict us of 
indwelling sin.


After meditating on the Lord’s everywhere-present nature, the Psalmist prayed… 

Psalm 139:23-24 Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my 
concerns.  24 See if there is any offensive way in me; lead me in the everlasting 
way.


10.  FREEDOM  

Freedom means that God “is independent of His creatures and His Creation.” Charles 
Ryrie  13

PointGod is only restricted by His character.   He will never act in a way that goes 14

against His holy nature.  So, though He is completely free from any condition or 
person, we need to be afraid that He would act in destructive ways.


Example: On Earth, we free world leaders and rulers who have absolute freedom to 
act.  It is commonly said, “Absolute power corrupts absolutely.”  Because of this reality, 
many societies champion a form of government that involves free election of leaders.  
Absolute dictatorships are usually shunned as being archaic and even evil.  However, 
when the Lord established the New Heaven and New Earth, He will institute such a 
form of government (Revelation 21:22-22:5). 

Point: The Lord’s freedom implies that He is not obligated to His creatures or His 
Creation in any way.  Consequently, He can never be put in a position in which He is 
obligated to anyone or anything.  We need sleep, oxygen, a suitable climate, food, 
friends, and more.  God needs none of these things.  In fact, He needs nothing.  All He 
needs is Himself.  Amongst the Trinity, He has all the companionship, love, and 
interaction He needs.


One has commented on God’s infinite nature, saying… 

“Within the eternal fellowship of love that is the “Three in One” God, there is a 
perfection, a beauty, and a sufficiency of friendship (and more) that needs no addition 
from outside.  God has no need of us.  His love overflows and draws us into fellowship 
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with himself but it is a love that is uncaused; he has no need of our friendship.  We are 
not to picture God as lonely and unfulfilled without us.” Ash, 65. 
15

The prophet Isaiah depicted the absolute freedom of the Lord… 

Isaiah 40:13-15 Who has directed the Spirit of the Lord, or who gave him counsel?  
14 Who did he consult? Who gave him understanding and taught him the paths of 
justice? Who taught him knowledge and showed him the way of understanding?
15 Look, the nations are like a drop in a bucket; they are considered as a speck of 
dust on the scales; he lifts up the islands like fine dust. 


Point: In our depravity, we often crave the freedom the Lord enjoys.  Our sinful hearts 
desire to be independent, free of any condition or restraint.  We strive to be free from 
the need of other people, to be loosened from all obligations to God and others.  This 
was the sin that incited Lucifer to rebel against the Lord (Isaiah 14:12-15).  It was also 
the temptation he used to coax Adam and Eve to take of the forbidden fruit.  He 
promised “…you will be like God…” (Genesis 3:5).  God’s Law and Christ’s Great 
Commandment teach us that we are finite beings who are made to live in dependence 
on God and others (Exodus 20:1-7; Matthew 22:37-40).  When we kick against these 
realities, we do great harm to our souls. 

Important Point: Since the Lord cannot be obligated to any created thing, His choice 
in loving us and redeeming us is a free act of His will.  He consciously chose to love us 
while there was nothing in us that was lovely and while he was not obligated to show 
any love to us in any way.


John spoke of the Lord’s free act of loving us… 

1 John 4:8-10 The one who does not love does not know God, because God is 
love. 9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his one and only 
Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10 Love consists in this: not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice, for our sins.


Application: The fact that the free God would freely choose to love us can do great 
good for our souls.  Knowing that He chose us, even when He didn’t have to, can be a 
great basis of security, strength, and satisfaction in life.  We never have to wonder if He 
accepts us or has affections toward us. 
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